

By Herbert Apthelcer: 


The Negro in the Civil War ( 1938 ) 

The Negro in the American Revolution ( 1940 ) 

The Negro in the Abolitionist Movement ( 1941 ) 

American Negro Slave Revolts ( 1943 ) 

Essays in the Histoiy of the Negro People ( 1945 ) 

The Negro People in America ( 1946 ) 

To Be Free: Studies in American Negro History ( 1948 ) 

A Documentary History of the Negro People in the U.S. ( 1951 ) 
Laureates of Imperialmn ( 1954 ) 

History and Reality ( 1955 ) 

Toward Negro Freedom ( 1956 ) 

The Truth About Hungary ( 1957 ) 

The Colonial Era ( 1959 ) 

The American Revolution ( 1960 ) 


HERBERT APTHEKER 


The World 
of 

C Wright Mills 



MARZANI & MUNSELL, INC. 
PUBLISHERS • NEW YORK 








fare have not been used indiscriminately, except against darker 
peoples (the British using germ warfare against the North Ameri- 
can Indians; Mussolini using mustard gas against the Ethiopians) 
with the exception of their usage, in somewhat limited forms’ 
during World War I. In World War II these weapons, possessed 
by both sides, were used by neither, though so far as Hitler and 
Mussolini were concerned the war was pressed home to a final 
decision. 

It is also relevant to recall that in wars fought since the end of 
World War II atomic weapons have not been used, although 
serious pressure for their use was exerted in both the Korean and 
the Indochinese wars. The use of the atomic weapon twice against 
the Japanese carried with it no chance of retaliation, was aimed 
only ’ at colored peoples, and had in it the aspect o f an ant i-Soviet 
demonstration.* It is by no means certain that it woul^everhave 

of’thHtoST m T tl0n f thh P ° int may be uscfuh Prior to the employment 
by Senary of wTr ^L>tl£ised~ 

fully.B^is dme^he Un!ted S s e tS° n ^ 1945 ' ^ ° f Course ' success ‘ 

authodw in"f ht be . de ^ nded on thc grounds "that we avoided a struggle for 
CC m <f »,"? P ° Slt ‘° n £ ° ebeclunate Russian expansion." 

Henry L. Stimson in his own memoirs (On Active Service , New York, 1948, pp. 
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ySi used in Europe, even had World War II lasted a good deal 
and it is not likely that Hitler would have used it had he 
finally gotten it and known t hat it was posses sed by his foes. That 
•to say, not only have significant wars been fought since World 
War II without recourse to atomic weapons but it seems at least 
no’ssible that, even with atomic weapons in the hands of both 
I ddes in Europe, neither would have employed these against the 
other, just as neither employed the highly lethal weapons of poison 

Was and germs. - , , 

It is true that since World War II the major powers, and par¬ 
ticularly the United States, have remade their whole military 
strategy and have transformed much of their military machines 
into instruments suited for nuclear warfare and therefore, to a 
decree, unsuited for “conventional” warfare. But this is true only 
to°a degree; it is not true to the point where present possible bel¬ 
ligerents could not give a very good account of themselves and 
inflict many millions of casualties without recourse to nuclear or 
atomic weapons. Since it is certainly physically possible for major 
war to be conducted today between the great powers or the world 
j without recourse to unconventional weapons, it is clearly not 
I beyond the realm of possibility that this might happen. Mills s dis¬ 
missal of this possibility-he does not even consider it—is faulty 
and to that degree invalidates his basic theme. It is also entirely 
( possible that atomic weapons confined to the tactical level might 
) be used and no more lethal means of destruction employed; while 
this would enormously increase the number of casualties, it is a 

1.687-638) called the:atomic *** 

'aSSS A stSy (Ru^ Uni^ijj 

1954, p. 237), finds that Stimson ‘Jdid to point out that'no 

States possessed but two bombs; had with, and ad- 

additional Japanese cities might have bee P slaughtered. 
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